572      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER consideration, you will confer a favor by writing a few words in reply.                           Respectfully Yours, J. J. WALKER
From General Butler to J. J. Walker
MY DEAB SIR: For twenty years I have labored to reduce the hours of operative labor to ten per day. Of the benefit to the state of such enactment I have never doubted, and shall continue in such endeavor for the future in whatever sphere of influence I may be placed.              Youn          R R R
From General Butler
LOWELL, MASS , March I9ih, 1865
A. D. RICHARDSON-, N. Y. Tribune Office, N.Y.
DEAR SIR: My knowledge of Mr. Pollard is simply this He came to my Hd. Qrs. by order of the War Department to be exchanged for Mr. Richardson.
Upon his arrival, the first expedition to Wilmington was being fitted out, so that it was inexpedient to let him then go through the lines, and therefore I sent him to Fortress Monroe.
During my absence at Wilmington, Pollard was placed in confinement by the order of Lieut. Gen'l. Grant.
After my return, and after the second expedition started, I sent for him to come to my Hd. Qrs., to be ready to be sent through the lines in exchange for Mr. Richardson.
At an interview with Mr. Pollard at that time I told him that I should parole him and send him through the lines to effect Mr. Richardson's exchange, and I also stated to Lt. Col. Mulford, the Asst. Agent of Exchange, that this disposition would be made of Mr. Pollard and this only.
While Waiting for the flag-of-tmce boat, and before the final order about Pollard was made, I was relieved from command: and whether he was sent forward upon any and what conditions after that time, I have no 'personal knowledge. Lieut. Davenport of my Staff, who was Assist. Pro. Marshal of the Department, however, remained at Hd. Qrs. some three or four days after I left, and Mr. Pollard was under his charge.
He informs me that in company with Lt. Col. Mulford, he took Mr. Pollard through the lines, and that a conversation took place between Col. Mulford and himself to this effect.
The Col., after stating the result of his conversation with myself upon the exchange of Mr. Pollard, which result I have